
Journal 5 and Community Partner Check-In: Reflection on Civic Engagement 
and Sharing with the Group (and Community)  
(please complete Part I & Part II) 
 
It has always been my experience with my own work in the community that once I get started, I always want to do 
more AND that I learn more than I expected (and in unexpected ways).  My hope is that you all will either (a) 
continue working at your volunteer placement or (b) be more open to finding ways to be active in the community in 
the future.  As the term winds down, take a moment to reflect on your work in the community and 
the way it has connected to your writing in this submission. 

 
Do not wait for extraordinary circumstances to do good;  

try to use ordinary situations. 
- Jean Paul Richter 

 
SUBMISSION:  Submit your reflection to the Dropbox in And don’t forget to CC me on your 
email to your community partner.  This will  serve as confirmation of your work. 
 

 
PART I: SELF-ASSESSMENT OF YOUR OWN ENGAGEMENT  
 
GOALS: 

◦ To formally touch base with your instructor to check in mid-term. 

◦ To provide an opportunity to self-assess your engagement in the class this far. 

◦ To create personal goals and to reach out for resources.  

 

STEP 1: REFLECTING ON YOUR ENGAGEMENT (PLEASE RESPOND) 

REFLECT ON YOUR LEVEL OF ENGAGEMENT (YOUR STRENGTHS AND AREAS FOR GROWTH) IN THE 
FOLLOWING ROLES (1 SHORT PARAGRAPH EACH): 

◦ a member of the learning community (in this specific WR 122 class) 

◦ an online learner 

◦ a community-based learning participant 

◦ a writer developing your own writing process 

It will be helpful to refer to specific assignments or discussions when you reflect on your strengths and areas for 
growth. In your reflection, talk about how you feel you're doing AND what goals you have for our writing 
and/or community work in the future. 

STEP 2: USING THE CRITICAL THINKING RUBRIC 

◦ To give me a sense of the big picture, please rate yourself (on a scale of 6-10) on each category of the Critical 



Thinking Rubric that we are using to evaluate course participation overall (see the detailed rubric 
below).  You can just write out each category of the critical thinking rubric and the number after each (e.g., 
Clarify of Your Ideas and Focus: 7, Ability to Grapple with Context and Assumptions: 8, etc.) 

CRITICAL THINKING RUBRIC Exemplary  (A+) Proficient (A-
B) 

Emerging (C-
D) 

Clarity of Your Ideas and Focus       

Ability to Grapple with Context and 
Assumptions 

      

Articulating Your Unique Position/Argument       

Interactivity       

VALUE RUBRIC LANGUAGE Capstone Milestone Emerging 

 

 
PART II: CONFIRMING YOUR HOURS/WORK & SHARING YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE 
COMMUNITY PARTNER 
 
COMMUNITY PARTNER EMAIL:  
 
Construct an email to your community partner that includes (a) a thank-you, (b) information on whether or not 
you’ll be continuing on with your community work and why.  Please also include the total number of hours you 
worked on site.  Make sure you give them a little information about what you did in the class and how the 
community work impacted your writing.  This is a great way to either create closure OR to kick-start your continued 
community work beyond the course.  CC me (Zapoura.calvert@pcc.edu) on the email to your community partner.  
THIS IS VITAL TO YOUR COMPLETION OF THE COURSE, and while there’s no guarantee that your community 
partner will respond with haste, your own email to the community partner will serve as documentation of your 
work.  I must receive this email in order to confirm your community work.  The email is due on the same date as 
Journal 5! 

 
Thank you for participating, documenting, and contributing to your community! 

	  	  
 

	  
	  


