
General Online Discussion Guidelines: 
 
Online discussions are the heart of learning in this online class. They are the place 
where we will process content, make connections between course materials and 
community work, ask questions, and add current articles and interesting links to our 
knowledge base.   
 
Roles and Conversation Flow 
Conversations online should develop and evolve naturally through co-facilitator posts, 
added content from the week’s blog post initiators, questions, and responses.   
 
In some discussion forums, you will have signed up for a leadership role.  This means 
that you will be responsible for initiating and following up as a conversation leader 
twice during the term.  You should also always feel free to initiate content, to share 
articles and experiences, and to get the conversation going even if you’re not signed 
up to be a leader on a particular week. 
 
Your contributions to Voice Thread should be fairly concise and can contain links (if 
you use the “text” option (see more detailed instructions and guidelines in the 
Technology Toolkit on the PDXEAN Blog).  The language used can be informal but 
should remain appropriate for an academic classroom setting.  Please note that my 
online discussion prompts are developed as starting places for conversation; 
conversations should develop based on student volunteer experiences, interests, 
current events, etc. 
 
After our first online discussion, I will contact you all via email to see how things 
went and what questions you may have! 
 
Discussion Due Dates: 
Discussions will take place weekly and will run Monday through Sunday each week.  
Because this is an online discussion (a dialogue of ideas, questions, and responses), it 
will take place over a series of days.  Please DO NOT WAIT until the last day or two 
of the conversation to join in.  Depth in discussion only happens over time  
 
Evaluation: 
We will be using the American Association of Colleges and Universities “Critical 
Thinking” Rubric for evaluation 
(http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics/CriticalThinking.cfm).   
 
Each week, you will get points for participation in the online discussion (0 points if 
you are absent from discussion; 6-7 points for minimal discussion/interaction; 8-9 
points for meeting the milestones and interacting substantially; 10 points for 
particularly excellent engagement).   These points will be based on interaction; no 
additional comments will be given from the instructor weekly.   



 
At mid-term and in Week 9, you will be submitting a work sample of your online 
discussion participation along with the Critical Thinking Rubric with your self- 
evaluation.  Specific instructions will be given.  Extensive feedback from the 
instructor and an evaluation using the Critical Thinking Rubric will be submitted 
following review of your work. 
 
BEST PRACTICES: 
In order to have a successful discussion, follow these simple rules: 

1. Contribute early and check in often. 
2. Reference specific posts using the author's name so that he/she can respond 

and so other students understand the context of your response. 
3. Ask questions that inspire conversation. 
4. Post at least three times during each discussion. 

	  


