
Journal 2: Persuasive Conversations in the Community 
 
Remember that your journal is a place to document your service-learning work AND to 

make connections between course content and your hands-on experience. 

 

PART I: First, write 1 paragraph on your experience at the volunteer site so far. 

a. Let me know how many hours you’ve completed. 

b. Describe the work you’ve done while you’ve been a volunteer.  Be 

detailed about who you’ve worked with and what you’ve done. Talk about 

what your most significant learning through your volunteer work has been 

so far. 

c. Talk about how you felt when you first started.  How did your 

expectations meet up with what you’ll be doing on site?  And what are 

your goals for your continued volunteer work there? 

d. Feel free to include any questions you have for me or any additional 

comments on your experience so far. 

 

PART II: You have now started work at your volunteer site and are starting to get to 

know the work, the staff, etc.  This week, find a piece of persuasive writing that your 

organization uses to promote its cause.  This could be a single page on the organization 

website, a brochure, a poster, or some other kind of printed advertisement.  You will use 

this text as the basis of a short analysis using Toulmin to evaluate the strengths and 

weaknesses in the written work at your community partner site: 

 

o Write a 1-3 sentence summary of the piece of writing and include a link 

(if possible).   

o What is your most significant learning (on what works or doesn’t in 

persuasive writing according to Toulmin, on what works or doesn’t in 

persuasive writing for you as a reader, or on the theme in general) from 

the piece of writing? 

o How does this reading impact your understanding and personal view of 

the issues within your theme and/or your service-learning work this term? 

o How might you integrate your learning from this article or editorial you’re 



your approach other writing for the term?  What works and what doesn’t 

in the writing specifically? What kind of advice would you give to the 

organization about how to be even more persuasive? 

o Have any questions arisen as a result of this work?  

o NOTE: You must use direct  quotes from the article/editorial in Journal 2.  

See the Week 3 Lecture Notes (III) for advice about how to introduce 

direct quotes and to cite them!  You should also include a link (if possible) 

to the original text you’re analyzing. 

 

PART III: If you haven’t already, please submit a completed, scanned version of the 

“Service Learning Agreement” to the same-titled DROPBOX! 

 

This should be an informal but thoughtful and edited 2+ pages!  While the tone does not 

need to be formal, you do need to perform a solid analysis.  I look forward to hearing 

how things are going! 

 

 

	  


