
Journal 3: Connecting Your Volunteer Work to 
CULMINATING PROJECT (Making the Personal and Academic 
Journey Public) 
NOTE: There are two parts to Journal 3. 
 
PART I: Documenting the Hands-on Volunteer Work 
 
Document the experiences you’ve had at the community partner site since you submitted 
Journal 2.   

a. What days/hours have you worked?  What have you done as part of your 
work with the community partner? 

b. What is the most significant learning that you’ve experienced as part of 
your community engagement?  Remember that “significant” can reflect 
any of the complexities of working in the community. 

c. Discuss how volunteer work plays a persuasive role in the community or for 
you as an individual. What are the persuasive messages of your volunteer 
site?  What does the act of volunteering persuade the community of?  
Have you talked about your committee work with others in a persuasive 
way? 

 
PART II: Connecting the Volunteer Work to the Culminating Project 

a. How will you use your community work to inform your research and/or public 
writing for the Culminating Project?  What kinds of questions about your theme 
or your community partner have arisen as a result of your hands-on work?  How 
might you use your resources (including your hands-on experience) to your best 
advantage in this final project? You can double-check the instructions for the 
Culminating Project in the Week 7 Lecture Notes or Culminating Project 
Dropbox. 

b. You will be writing a public persuasive piece as part of the Culminating Project.  
Options include the following: 

o Write a letter to the editor, a government official, a key player within 
your community-based theme, etc. that addresses a current issue related 
to your theme and current conversations on that theme. 

o Post to a selection (2-3) of well-known, respected blogs in your theme 
(please get approval before posting). 

o Create your own blog dedicated to the theme you’ve chosen 
Do you have any ideas on what kind of public writing you might choose and with 
what goal in mind? 
 
Keep in mind that you should be writing about a current issue related to your theme 
in your public writing piece. 

 
Your reflection should be approximately 1-2 pages long. The tone does not need to be 
formal but it should be edited and thoughtful.   

	  


