
Essay 2: Argument of Definition 
 
Background:  
 
How many times have you heard a politician define “freedom” or “liberty” or 
“independence” in a speech? How have “masculinity” or “femininity” been defined for you 
throughout your life? How has the definition of equality from the “Declaration of 
Independence” (“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”) hold up to treatment of any particular group 
within the U.S. today? What does it mean to form “community”? What is it to truly be an 
“environmentalist”? Arguments of definition take place all around us and can be very 
powerful.  
 
As our esteemed authors Lunsford and Ruszkiewicz state, these kinds of definitional 
arguments “don’t just appear out of the blue; they evolve out of the occasions and 
conversations of daily life, both public and private life” (EA 154). So, your argument of 
definition should evolve out of public or private issues that you have had conversations or 
ideas about as you go through your life and think about the world.  
 
This is where your community work comes in really handy: As people who are 
working in the community as part of this course experience, you have probably seen the 
power of language in action.  The way “pet” is defined at the Oregon Humane Society, the 
way “dignity” is defined in a shelter for homeless men and women, the way “adequate 
nutrition” is defined at the Oregon Food Bank, and the way “mentor” is defined at the Boys 
and Girls Club – all of these (and more) show us the ways that language is powerful and 
empowering.  Many times, community organizations spend a great deal of time creating 
positive language and helping the public to understand the way words impact the way we 
interact.  You will be using your experience in this essay.   
 
Essay Instructions:  
 
Write an argument of definition using one of the three following frameworks for your essay:  
 
1. Formulating a controversial/surprising definition  
2. Challenging an existing definition  
3. Trying to determine whether something fits an existing definition or doesn’t.  
 
Your argument of definition should evolve out of public or private issues that impact the work 
at your community site where you volunteer AND/OR the bigger theme that you’re using 
throughout the term.  
 
As part of your connection to your service work and thematic choice, choose a word that is 
significant within the organization where you are doing your volunteer work.  This could be a 
positive, empowering word OR a word that the outside world may use negatively about the 
population or the issue that your community organization addresses.  Email me if you have 
questions about this or want to run some ideas by me! 
 



NOTES ABOUT SOURCES:  
o You are required to use at least three outside sources in this paper.   
o ONE of these sources can be an interview (face-to-face, email, or phone) of someone 

who works or volunteers at your community site.   
o ONE of these sources must be one of the PCC Encyclopedias (found online here: 

http://www.pcc.edu/library/research/search-online-encyclopedias).  These 
encyclopedias are generally much better resources for looking up how a term is 
defined in context.  You may want to also use a dictionary definition, but start here 
first!  

o Feel free to use EasyBib (http://easybib.com/) to help you with your citations.  Just 
double-check all of the details after the program creates each citation. 

o All students will need to use MLA citation style 
(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) in order to cite their source(s) 
throughout. 

 
Due Date Details: Your essay should be approximately 4 pages in length.  Check the 
Course Outline or the Dropbox for the due date!  
 

o Please submit a .doc or .docx. 
o As with Essay 1, you will need to submit in-text annotated self-evaluation notes as 

part of your submission of Essay 2.  Go back to the Week 2 Lecture Notes and 
CONTENT for an example and description if you’ve forgotten! 

 
 
Evaluation Rubric Details: 
http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics/pdf/WrittenCommunication.pdf 
 
  

	  


