
Essay 1: Roots and Values  
(The Danger and Power of a Single Story) 

 
Essay Idea: We have begun to discuss persuasion based on emotion, character, and values. 
The Week 2 Reading Links and student samples of Essay 1 we will be reading demonstrate 
different approaches to making an argument through examining a personal experience. Keep 
in mind the reading links in addition to “The Danger of a Single Story” by Adichie. 
 
Assignment: Your assignment is to write a 2-page (double-spaced) persuasive piece 
focused on a single story highlighting a family practice, learned tradition, or experience 
that taught you to associate a specific value with your community theme for the term: 

• Education 
• Animals 
• Arts & Culture 
• Families & Family Services 
• The Environment 
• Health & Wellness 
• Resource Abundance/Scarcity 
• Immigration & Global Citizenry 
• Technology 
• The PCC Community 
• Your Neighborhood 

 
Because you are an expert on your own experience, this writing assignment should provide 
an excellent place to ease into argumentative writing. Consider the following in choosing 
your topic: 

• Why is focusing on the community theme you’ve chosen so important to you?  Why 
does it stand out to you as particularly important?  What is at stake if we (all of us) 
don’t pay more attention to major issues/ideas within your theme? 

• What core value(s) do you associate with your community theme? How have family, 
friends, and community impacted your understanding of this value?  In what ways will 
this value resonate with your reader? 

• This essay can use “I” and “me,” as it will be more informal than some of our other 
writing this term.  Feel free to experiment with vivid images, details, and/or specific 
descriptions from your experience. 

 
Your paper should include the following: 
 
(1)   In-Text Author’s “Notes to Self” (see handout on “Self & Instructor Evaluation of 
Essay 1) for instructions BEFORE starting your writing process) 
 
(2)  An introduction that sets the scene/context for your argument and that includes a 
statement of your thesis argument.  This is not a traditional essay, but you do need to have 
focus for your argument.   

• Think about your argument as answering these questions: how did you come to value 
this community theme and why should your reader value it and act in ways that honor 
it?  Your argument should also tell the reader what is at stake. The values you are 
using in your argument should be part of the thesis statement. 

 



(4) Body paragraphs that provide specific evidence to back up your argument. The body 
paragraph should pay close attention to specific values that your evidence demonstrates. This 
essay gives you the chance to be descriptive and personal if you choose.  Your evidence 
should come from your own observations/experiences.  The more detailed and specific you 
can get, the better.  For example, if I was writing about the tradition of hand making baby 
clothes in my family and the way that displays a certain kind of value for children, I would 
describe particular outfits I wore as a child or that my mom made for my daughter.  I would 
use color, texture, and emotion to describe the clothes. 
 
(5) A conclusion that is striking and that restates the thesis in some way.  A striking 
conclusion makes the reader remember your paper beyond their experience of sitting down 
to read it. 

 
NOTE: Each essay you write this term will be evaluated as a polished piece, BUT you will 
have two required revisions (see Course Outline for due dates).   
 
Why do I evaluate each essay as a polished piece (on a scale of 100) instead of as a rough 
draft?  By expecting each piece of writing to be polished and allowing you to revise these 
"polished" pieces, I hope to encourage an even higher expectation and level of writing.  My 
experience in the past has been that students do not take rough drafts as seriously as a 
polished draft.   
 
Examples from Past Student Essays: 
 An essay on a family tradition of swimming in the summer became an argument for a 

connection with nature and the outdoors (Issue Theme: Environment) that modern urban 
American families are often lacking today. 

 
 An essay on the skateboard sub-culture became an argument for freedom of expression in 

the face of increasing restrictions on behavior and activities in public spaces in Portland, 
OR (Issue Theme: Sports and Recreation). 

 
 An essay on the activity of blogging became an argument for forming community in a 

culture that is often concentrated on the success and ideas of the individual rather than 
on collective brainstorming and idea sharing (Issue Theme: Technology). 

 
DUE DATE: Check the DROPBOX or COURSE OUTLINE (remember that no late papers 
are accepted but extensions are often granted if I am contacted in advance) 
 

 

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
 
 

• Please submit a .doc or .docx copy of your Essay 1 to the DROPBOX. 
 

• In-Text Author’s “Notes to Self”: Please see the document titled “Evaluation 
of Essay 1” for more details on what this is and what it looks like.  I will not be able 
to accept your work without this piece! 



• Your essay must be in MLA format.  I have included a sample essay in MLA 
format under “Handouts” in the Week 2 folder.  Please note the heading style, title 
placement, spacing, etc. 

• The “Evaluation of Essay 1” document will  detail  a bit about 
instructor, peer, and self-evaluation for greater clarity on the process. 

 
 
I will be using a version of the Association of American Colleges and Universities Writing 
Rubric to evaluate your work: http://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics/WrittenCommunication.cfm.  
 
Feedback will be uploaded to the DROPBOX where you submitted your work within ONE 
WEEK of submission. 
 
You will also be participating in a peer review process and will receive feedback from 
another student as well. 
 
All essays will  be evaluated with the AACU Written Communication Rubric 
AND written OR verbal feedback from me.  Please let me know in the textbox 
which kind of feedback you would prefer.  The default will  be written 
feedback. 

	  


