
Discussion 8.1: Brainstorming for the Culminating Project 
 
For this posting, I will be setting up a discussion thread for each theme or collection of themes. You will be working with your peers during the 
brainstorming and peer review process, and it can be really helpful to work with students who are interested and writing about the same 
themes. 
The focus of your conversation should be on brainstorming research questions for your research collection.  Before you get started with your 
post, brainstorm and/or take some notes on the following questions: 

• What is something that you learned (through your volunteer work, reading, research, or writing work) but didn’t know about 
before about your theme? 

• What is something you’d like to see changed within your theme?  This could be local, national, or international. 
• What disparities do you see among different groups within your theme? 
• What do you think the public should know more about in your theme and why? 
1. Start your post with a summary of your brainstorming experience and what you ultimately came up with as the kinds of issues 

and ideas that would best shape your research question. 
2. Then, propose a selection of research questions that you’re interested in pursuing (1-3) along with a note about why each 

research question would be (a) interesting to you, (b) important to inform the public on, and (c) relevant to current happenings 
within your theme. 

3. Finally, ask your peers for their thoughts.  This is a place to share information and to really hone in on a specific, narrowly focused 
research question of importance. 

DUE DATE: Each student in the group should post their primary posting by Saturday (if not before).  The conversation will go on until 
Wednesday.  BUT it will be most helpful to you to have this conversation early and to narrow in on a specific research question as early as 
possible! 

 
	  


