
Discussion 3.2: Relating to Toulmin & Dealing with Assumptions 
 
For Discussion Posting 3.2, you will be posting to the discussion board within theme threads that I set up in advance.  You will be discussing 
articles and analysis that pertains to your chosen theme and/or a set of related themes.  NO ROLES will be assigned.  All students must share 
– and it will be fun J 
  
In Discussion Posting 3.2, you will be asked to think about how Toulmin’s structures and our knowledge of the problems with assumptions 
work in the context of a reading of your choice that is related to your issue theme. 
  
1. Choose a Recent Local Article Related to Your Chosen Theme (this will be the focus of your analysis) 

• Choose an online periodical that is local to you.  If you are in Oregon, you can search the Oregonian, the Willamette Week, 
the Portland Tribune, etc. 

• Search the periodical for an article or a letter to the editor related to your larger theme.  Your article should have been published 
in the LAST 30 DAYS; in other words, it must be recent.  Reading this article will allow you to be up to date on the kinds of 
discussions going on in your theme locally and right now. 

  
2. Analyze the Article You’ve Chosen  

• As you read the essay of your choice, work to identify Toulmin’s components (especially claim, grounds, backing, and qualifiers) 
in the article.  Take notes. 

• Make a list of how these elements play out in the chosen essay. If the essay is missing any of these elements, make note of that. 
  
3. THEN, Prepare Your Post Based on These Prompts 

• Start your post by letting your group know what theme you’re working with this term AND what service-learning work you’re 
doing to inform your writing. 

• Post the link to the article or letter to the editor you’ve chosen in your post.  This way, your peers can read the article, too!  In a 
way, you will be creating a mini-collection of current articles on your theme (this is something you’ll do more formally later in the 
term with Essay 3). 

• Answer the following: 
  

• Write a 1-3 sentence summary of the article/editorial piece.  Scroll down in these lecture notes for more information on how to 
summarize. 

• What is your most significant learning (on what works or doesn’t in persuasive writing according to Toulmin, on what works or 
doesn’t in persuasive writing for you as a reader, or on the theme in general) from the article? 

• How does this reading impact your understanding and personal view of the issues within your theme and/or your service-learning 
work this term? 

• How might you integrate your learning from this article or editorial you’re your approach to Journal 2 or other writing for the 
term?  What works and what doesn’t in the writing specifically? 

• What questions have arisen or remain unanswered as a result of this reading?  These questions might be about the writing 
process OR about the writing content.  Feel free to ask a question that will help you clarify and solidify your own Journal 2 or 
other writing.  Pose the question(s) at the end of your post in order to invite discussion. 

• NOTE: You must use direct quotes from the article/editorial in your post.  See the Week 3 Lecture Notes (III) for advice about 
how to introduce direct quotes and to cite them! 

What will your responses to initial posts look like? Read through the articles your peers post and their analyses.  Discuss places where 
you see similarities and differences among the articles and the approaches of each article author.  Talk about what works and what doesn’t.  
Ask questions.  Build knowledge.   Support each other. 
  
  
Due Date/Time: Post your initial post in the Discussion Board no later than Saturday.  Also, respond to at least two other peer’s reflections. 
Note that the initial posts are due by Saturday but that the discussion will stay open until the following Wednesday for responses and 
conversation.  

	  


