
THE CULMINATING PROJECT: READING AND WRITING THAT 
MATTER 
 
(PART II) The Public Writing 
 
After working on some thematic research, collecting a group of articles on your theme, and having 
conversations with your peers on the current big questions related to that theme, it’s time to do some 
writing that really matters.  Because this is a persuasive writing course, it makes sense to create a 
piece of writing that could actually persuade a public audience.  This means that you will be doing a 
piece of public writing.   
 
Forms of public writing and which kind will suit your research question and your focus best will be 
discussed in the Week 8 Writing Assignment and Discussion Forum 9.2.  After taking part in this 
discussion, please select one of the following “public writing” options: 
 

a. Write a letter to the editor, a government official, a key player within your community-
based theme, etc.  

b. Post to a selection (2-3) of well-known, respected blogs in your theme (please get 
approval before posting). 

c. Create your own blog dedicated to the theme you’ve chosen 
 
More specific instructions on each of these options (including form, content, approach, etc.) will be 
discussed extensively in the weekly lecture notes.  You will also go through a peer review process with 
this piece of writing. 
 
Documentation 
 
Each choice of public writing will have a slightly different form of documentation.  You will submit your 
writing to the DROPBOX and also submit an image or screenshot (if you are submitting a letter to the 
editor or blog posting) so that you can document the fact that you posted to the public OR are sending 
your letter to be read by a public figure.  For the blogging options (creating your own blog or 
writing/editing for your theme’s blog), you will need to submit your writing (cut and pasted into a Word 
document) to the DROPBOX and also include links and notes on what you have worked on within the 
blog. 

 
NOTE:  You will have formal assignments/discussions leading up to this -- the Week 9 Writing 
Assignment & Discussion Posting 9.2. 
 
Additional Resources for PART II of the Culminating Project: More 
Information on Each Public Writing Option & Genre  
 
 
Here are links to resources on each of the following public writing options: 
 

a. Write a letter to the editor, a government official, a key player within your community-
based theme, etc.  



 Here’s information on writing to a government official: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Z842R1JyrWvk-
RZrn8YhBj3AOhPc40KTudc0CZ_Ij4E/edit 

 Here’s information on writing a letter to the editor: 
http://rtc.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/advocacy/editorials.htm 

 If you do write a letter to the editor, you will need to double-check the 
guidelines for the specific newspaper you are writing to as well! 
 

b. Post to a selection (2-3) of well-known, respected blogs in your theme (please get 
approval before posting). 

 How to Craft a Blog Post (10 Tips): 
http://www.problogger.net/archives/2008/08/12/how-to-craft-a-blog-post-10-
crucial-points-to-pause/ 

 Effective Academic Blogging: 
http://writing2.richmond.edu/writing/wweb/blogging.html 

 Social Media Writing Tips: http://commtech.ag.ohio-state.edu/sites/drupal-
ct.web/files/resources/files/Social%20Media%20Writing%20Tips.pdf 

 UNC’s Writing Center’s Easy Blogging Tips: 
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/blogs/ 

 A Visual on the Perfect Blog Post: 
https://blogs.elon.edu/cupid/2012/07/30/interesting-graphic-how-to-write-the-
perfect-blog-post/ 
 

c. Create your own blog dedicated to the theme you’ve chosen (this is only an appropriate 
choice if you want to do ongoing writing long-term on your topic): 

 See the links above on writing a strong blog post! 
 See this link about why you might to start a blog: 

http://weblogs.about.com/od/startingablog/tp/Top-Ten-Reasons-to-Blog.htm. 
 

 
These resources should help you get some ideas about the kind of public writing you’d like to do.  
Remember that you should match the kind of public writing with the theme you’ve chosen, the research 
question you’re narrowing in on, and your own interests and passions out in the world. 
 
NOTE: Please email me if any of these links don’t work!  Sometimes, they change on the sly! 
 

	  


