
CULMINATING PROJECT – READING AND WRITING THAT 
MATTER 
(Part I): The Research Collection 
 
Citizen Writers is a blog (a fancy name for a simple, interactive website that houses your 
work and discussions on that work) where we will post (I will actually do the posting unless 
you feel comfortable doing so!) your research and your persuasive artifacts (letters, 
individual blogs, etc.) to inform and persuade the greater public and future students (who 
will also contribute their own materials in an ongoing research collection).  This will be a 
public space that anyone can access. 
 
 
Within your community theme, you will be considering the following questions that will help 
you focus your own piece of the thematic research that will be collected and cataloged under 
your theme’s name on the Citizen Writers blog: 
 

1. What is something that you learned but didn’t know about before about your theme? 
2. What is something you’d like to see changed within your theme?  This could be local, 

national, or international. 
3. What disparities do you see among different groups within your theme? 
4. What do you think the public should know more about in your theme and why? 

 
THE RESEARCH QUESTION 
The above questions will be discussed in DISCUSSION FORUM 8.1 within Week 8 of the 
course.  As part of this discussion, you will each narrow focus to a single question that will 
guide your research.  Your question may evolve as you research and write.  
 
THE RESEARCH  
Step 1: Being More Knowledgeable About the Current Conversation 
Your work so far this term and your virtual or face-to-face volunteer work have set the scene 
for this final piece of writing.  You are already more of an expert than so many! 
To become even more of an expert: 

• Find and read at least two+ recent (within the last year) periodical sources that 
provide context/information on your theme and question 

• Find and read at least two+ academic articles that provide context/information on 
your theme and question. 

 
Step 2: Making Your Individual Research Collection on Your Research Question 
Select four of the resources that best fit your research question. 
 
Create an entry for each source that includes 
 The full citation 
 A brief summary of the article and explanation of why this is an authoritative source. 
 A substantial explanation of how this article illuminates some aspect of your research 

journey based on the research question.  Also, think about how this article fits into the 
bigger conversations going on within the theme that you’re exploring. 

 



Use that collection to inform the public writing that you do as PART II of the Culminating 
Project. 
 

Here’s what the research portion of the CULMINATING PROJECT will ultimately be like as 
a process: 
 
THE RESEARCH  
Step 1: Being More Knowledgeable About the Current Conversation 
Your work so far this term and your virtual or face-to-face volunteer work have set the scene 
for this final piece of writing.  You are already more of an expert than so many! 
To become even more of an expert: 

• Develop a Research Question 
• Find and read at least two recent (within the last year) periodical sources that 

provide context/information on your theme and question 
• Find and read at least two academic articles that provide context/information on your 

theme and question. 
 
Step 2: Making Your Individual Research Collection on Your Research Question 
Select three of the resources that best fit your research question. 
 
Create an entry for each source that includes 
 The full citation 
 A brief summary of the article and explanation of why this is an authoritative source. 
 A substantial explanation of how this article illuminates some aspect of your research 

journey based on the research question.  Also, think about how this article fits into the 
bigger conversations going on within the theme that you’re exploring. 

 
You will use that collection (and your thematic blog overall) to inform the public writing that 
you do. 
 
GETTING STARTED WITH THE RESEARCH 
 
The PCC library is full of rich resources for your research.  I am also including a link to a 
research page that a librarian at Rock Creek specifically developed for our class.  It will take 
you easily through the research process: http://alacarte.pcc.edu/course-guide/147-
WR122?tab=1149.  This resource will literally take you step-by-step through your research 
process! 
 
Don’t forget the resources that you used and learned about for Essay 2.  Here’s a helpful 
reminder list of things you can do to get started in the research: 
 

1. Go to the PCC Library’s online Research Page for lots of search options: 
http://www.pcc.edu/library/research. 

2. Go to the Contact Us tab on the PCC Library website for fast and easy access to 
the most amazing research librarians who can help you in your resource search: 
http://www.pcc.edu/library/contact 

3. Feel free to use the Easy Bib citation helper: http://www.easybib.com/.  You can 
also access this through the PCC library website. 



4. But don’t forget to double-check your citations: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/. 

 

	  


