
Comm 140Journal 
The journal entries allow you an opportunity to address concepts from the chapters and  
apply these concepts to your everyday life. For example, the first week choose one or  
two concepts within the chapter and think about how these concepts apply to your 
everyday life in regards to your Service Learning experiences. You will continue this for  
each chapter and then choose which concept to write about. Please note the due dates 
for the journals in the course schedule. Please emulate the following format: 
 

1.  Begin your entry with a brief introduction describing the concept(s) you plan to  
use within the journal entry. Define the concept(s) and discuss how the 
concept(s) apply to your entry. When defining the concept, please quote the 
definition from the text (include page number) and then also rephrase or describe 
in your own words. 

 
2.  Describe how the concept(s) relate(s) in your Service Learning 

situation. For the first two journals, if you have not yet begun Service Learning, 
you may apply the concept based on the following:  An aspect of your life, a 
cartoon, an article, photograph, TV program, movie, song lyrics, poem, etc. Be 
creative. Please describe who is involved in the situation AND the context of the 
situation. Also describe how the concept(s) help to explain the intercultural 
communication situation. Please demonstrate how the concept(s) reflects your 
understanding of intercultural communication within the Service Learning 
situation. 

 
3.  Finally, address what you have learned from the concept/situation. Discuss how 

you personally identify with this concept/situation. How long you have been 
aware of this concept with yourself and/or others. Why is this important to you? 
Why is this concept important in the context of intercultural communication? You 
can also evaluate the concept and situation discussed based on the three criteria 
for effective communication as discussed in Module 1. This final section works as 
your conclusion; please bring some closure to your entry.  

 
Grading: 
If you have completed all requirements of the entry with college-level effort, you will  
receive full credit. Please type all entries and save them. Entries will be graded based 
on quality of writing, clarity of description, and application of concept(s). 
Your grade is based on three criteria: Insight, Quality, and Construction. 
 
Insight: Explains in detail thought and ideas. Offers support (examples, 
illustrations, testimony, etc.) to develop your thoughts and ideas. 
 
Quality: Has thoroughly completed all requirements. See sections 1, 2, and 3.  
 
Construction: Journal reflects creativity, is well organized, understandable  
and utilizes appropriate grammar and spelling. Proofread your work  
and spell check. 1 ½ -2 pages in length for each entry.  


